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 Tuesday, April 29, 2012 Who were the real Futurama fans? The idea that the fans of CM03/04 are a sort of elite audience that
has never been and cannot be properly reached by mainstream media is quite a pessimistic view. (Edmunds and Zurbay 2007) I

think that's pretty optimistic. When the final episode of Futurama aired, it was at a time of great political turmoil. The
measurement of real time "popularity" was highly contested. Most of the public simply didn't believe Fox would be able to get it

right. The same was true with Battlestar Galactica before it was cancelled. Fans were so convinced it was a good idea that
somebody actually had a software package to make a speedrun video. And it was very slow. (Though I think it's still online). So

I think the idea that Futurama had no mainstream audience or its audience was a bit high-brow for the Fox PR department. I
was under the impression they were a little more pragmatic and seemed to value mainstream interest as well. Is there any truth to

this? How many of the CM03/04 fans are real die-hards, and how many are casual viewers? Some of the CM03/04 fans
probably hate the show as much as the rest of us. It's just that they don't want to admit it. But I think the majority of them love

the show and understand that if you watch it you should also love it. I think some people mistakenly think that the CM03/04
fandom is a place where you get all your opinions about the show out there. It isn't. Futurama is a show I like but I didn't love.

My only experience with Futurama fans is when I mention it on my favorite blog. The only time I felt like there was a "political"
division among Futurama fans was when people were discussing what (or who) was the "real" fan. The idea that CM03/04 fans
were a sort of elite audience that had never been and could not be properly reached by mainstream media is pretty pessimistic.
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